
Vocabulary Progression in Geography 

 Autumn Spring Summer 

Nursery under, on top, underneath, in front, next to, behind, 

along, up, down, map,  
garden, soil, mud, water, sand, rocks, stones, pebbles 

Reception Harvest, 

Autumn, Rain, 

Wind, Conker, 

Leaves, Acorn, 

Twig, Senses, 

Pine cone  

Route, Road, 

Street, Home, 

Traffic lights, 

Bus Stop, Sign 

Antarctic 

Arctic 

North Pole 

South Pole 

Penguin  

Polar bear 

Habitat 

Iceberg 

Spring, Blossom, 

Daffodil, 

Showers, 

snowdrop, 

Flower, Senses, 

Breeze, Hatch, 

Frog Spawn, 

Tadpoles, Grow, 

Butterfly, Chick, 

duckling. 

Sun, Beach, 

Aeroplane, 

Holiday, 

Camping, Sun 

Cream, Hot, 

Sunburn, 

Temperature, 

Train, Ferry 

Year 1 Common  

Dunes 

Far 

Forest 

Key  

Map 

Near 

North 

South 

East 

West 

Park 

Plan 

School 

Symbol 

Wetland 

Wild 

Wood  

Bakery 

Butcher 

Farm  

Fast Food 

High Street 

Newsagent 

Plant 

Processed 

Supermarket  

Clock 

Colour Words 

Temperature 

Warm 

Cold 

Cool 

Dry  

Hot 

Seasons 

Autumn 

Spring 

Summer 

Winter 

Hail 

Snow 

Wind 

Fog 

Rain 

Sun 

Clouds 



Rainbow  

Year 2 Compass points 

North  

South 

East  

West 

Continent 

Country 

Seaside 

Desert 

Remote 

Equator 

Passport  

 

Antarctic 

Arctic 

Continent 

Equator 

Endangered 

Migration 

North 

South 

East 

West 

North Pole 

Ocean 

South Pole 

Ancient 

Compass points 

Continent 

Country 

Man-made 

Modern 

Natural  

Year 3 Arctic circle 

Antarctic circle 

Compass points 

Day 

Equator 

Global 

Positioning 

Systems (GPS) 

International 

date line (IDL) 

Lines of 

Latitude 

Lines of 

longitude 

Night 

Northern 

hemisphere  

North Pole 

Ordnance 

Survey (OS) 

grid reference 

Prime Meridian 

Southern 

Hemisphere 

South Pole 

Time Zone  

Active Volcano 

Crater 

Dormant 

Volcano 

Earthquake 

Eruption 

Extinct 

Volcano 

Lava  

Plate boundary 

Richter Scale 

Tectonic plate 

Tsunami 

Volcano 

Bay 

Beach 

Cliff 

Coast 

Coral 

Dock 

Dune 

Erosion 

Estuary 

Harbour 

Headland 

Pier 

Port 

Promenade 

Quay 

Rock pool 

Salt marsh 

Sand 

Tide 

Tourism  

Year 4 Continent 

Country  

Region 

Amazon Basin  

Amazon River 

Compass points 

Continent 

Biome 

Climate 

Desert 

Drought 



Human 

Features 

Physical 

features 

Primary source 

Secondary 

source  

Rainforest 

River  

Latitude 

Longitude 

Mountain 

Mountain 

Range 

Physical 

features 

River 

Rockies 

Slum 

Source 

Tributary 

village 

Environment 

Fauna 

Flora 

Grassland 

Rainfall 

Temperature 

Tropical 

Tundra 

Vegetation belt 

Weather  

Year 5 Altitude 

Condensation 

Channel 

Confluence 

Erosion 

Estuary 

Evaporation 

Glacier 

Infiltration 

Peak 

Percolation 

Precipitation 

River 

Run-off 

Scree 

Source 

City 

Continent 

County  

Country  

GDP 

Great Britain  

Human feature 

Industry  

Mountain  

North 

South  

East 

West 

Physical 

feature 

Region  

River 

Settlement 

The British Isles 

The United 

Kingdom of 

Great Britain 

and Northern 

Ireland 

Town  

Village 

Biomass 

Fossil Fuel 

Geothermal 

energy 

Human feature 

Hydroelectricity 

Mineral 

Non-renewable 

energy 

Solar energy  

Sustainability 

Tidal energy  

Wave energy 

Wind Power 

 

Year 6 Compass points 

Consumer 

Continents 

Country of 

origin 

Equator 

Agriculture 

Arable farming 

Avalanche 

Glacier 

Human Feature 

Industry  

Brown field  

Community  

Green Field 

Industry 

Primary Sector  



Export 

Free trade 

Import 

Industry 

Latitude 

Longitude 

Northern 

Hemisphere 

Producer 

Raw material  

Recycled 

Retailer 

Southern 

Hemisphere 

Sustainable  

Trade 

Tropic of 

Cancer  

Tropic of 

Capricorn  

Lake 

Longitude 

Latitude 

Tropic of 

cancer 

Mountain Rage  

North 

South  

East  

West  

Physical 

Feature 

River 

Settlement 

Tectonic plate 

Tourism  

Quaternary 

Sector 

Recycled 

Secondary 

Sector 

Sustainable 

Tertiary 

(Service) Sector 

  

 


