
Vocabulary Progression in History 

 Autumn Spring Summer 

Nursery Today • Yesterday • Tomorrow • Past • Day • When I was 

little • Old • New • Remember • Order • Time 

Reception Today • Yesterday • Tomorrow • Present • Past • Future • Day 

• Week • When I was little • Remember • Ago • Order Events • 

Birthday • Easter • Christmas • Celebration •Past • Old • New 

• Same • Different  

 

Year 1 1960s 

20th century 

21st century 

Century 

Childhood 

Decade 

Grandparent 

Growing up 

In the past  

Modern  

Now, nowadays 

Old  

Older  

Timeline 

Today  

Vintage 

Year 

Younger 

Artefact  

Century 

17th century  

chronological order 

Fluid ounce (fl oz)  

Historical period: 

Imperial measures  

Ounce (oz) 

Pint (pt) 

Pound (lb) 

Stuart period 

  

Artefact 

Autobiography 

Biography 

Chronological 

order 

Curator 

Document 

Exhibit 

Hero 

Local 

Museum 

Significant 

Year 2 Catholics 

Christians 

Conspirators 

 Effigy 

 Gunpowder 

Houses of 

Parliament 

Monarch 

Parliament 

Plot 

Protestants 

Roman catholic 

church 

State Opening 

The Pope 

Treason 

Aeroplane 

Aircraft 

Aviation 

cabin 

Century 

20th century 

Cockpit 

Elevators 

Engine 

Flying machine 

Fuselage 

Glider 

Hot air balloon 

Jet 

Landing gear 

Modern 

Propeller 

Rudder 

Antarctica 

Asia 

Astronaut 

Australia 

Biography 

Chronological 

order 

Explorer 

Hawaii 

New Zealand  

Pacific Ocean 

Territory 

Trade 



Significance 

Year 3 Archaeologist 

Artefact 

 bc(e) 

Era  

Domestication 

Flint and flint 

knapping 

Homo sapiens 

Hunter gatherer 

Megaliths, 

henges, barrows, 

stone circles 

Mesolithic 

(Middle Stone 

Age) 

Neanderthal 

Neolithic (new 

Stone Age) 

Nomad 

Palaeolithic 

(early Stone Age) 

Saddle quern 

Ard: 

Artefact 

Barrow mound 

Bronze 

Bronze Age 

Celtic 

Hoard 

Hill fort 

Iron 

Iron Age 

Roundhouse 

Spindles and whorls 

Torc 

Tribes 

Wattle and daub 

Emigration 

Maltings 

Model town   

Poor law  

Significance  

Trade 

Directories   

Workhouse 

Year 4 Cavalry 

Celts 

Boudicca 

Centurion  

Forum 

Gladiator 

Infantry 

Insula 

Legacy 

Legion 

Roman villa 

Stadium 

Amulet 

Book of the dead 

Hieroglyphics 

Mummy/Mumification 

Pharaoh  

Papyrus 

Pyramids 

Sarcophagus  

Scarabs 

Sphynx  

 

Abolition  

Auction  

Cargo  

Middle passage 

Plantation  

Slave trade  

Segregation  

Unethical 

Year 5 burh (burgh) 

Christianity 

Hoard 

Interpretation 

Invasion 

Martyr  

Missionary 

Monastery 

Monk 

Pagan 

Reconstructed 

village 

Significant 

Anglo-Saxon chronicle 

Danelaw 

Hoard 

Longship 

Monastery 

Monk 

Norse 

Saga 

Scandinavia 

Vinland 

Acropolis 

Comedy, satire, 

tragedy 

Corinthian, Doric 

and ionic 

Democracy 

Dictatorship 

Hellenistic 

Hoplite 

Olympic Games 

Pankration 

Spartans 

Triremes 



Tyrants 

Year 6 Artefact 

Conscientious 

objector 

Conscription 

Evacuation 

Rationing 

Total war 

U-boat 

Archaeologist 

Base 20 

Codex 

Creation myth 

Hieroglyphs 

Interpretation 

Rain forest 

Sacrifice 

Stelae 

Beacon 

Illuminated 

letter 

Millennium 

Oral tradition 

Replica 

Printing press 

Psalter 

Saga 

Social media 

Texting 

Tweeting 

World Wide Web 
 


